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FEDERAL OFFICIAL IN VOLUSIA COUNTY INDICTED FOR
ACCEPTING ILLEGAL GRATUITY AND MAKING FALSE STATEMENT

Orlando, Florida —Yesterday, Guy Wayne Boykin, of Lake Helen, age 52, was
arrested on an indictment returned last week by a federal grand jury in Orlando, Florida,
that charges Boykin with accepting an illegal gratuity as a federal employee and making
false statements to federal agents when questioned about it.

The two count indictment charges Boykin with accepting a $3,000 check, in violation
of Title 18, United States Code, Section 201(c), and making a false statement to federal
law enforcement agents, in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 1001. The
maximum penalty for accepting an illegal gratuity is two years’ imprisonment, a $250,000
fine, one year of supervised release, and a $100 special assessment. The maximum
penalty for making a false statement s five years’ imprisonment, a $250,000 fine, one year
of supervised release, and a $100 special assessment.

The indictment alleges that Boykin is employed with the U.S. Department of

Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), as a District Conservationist
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in Volusia County. The NRCS administered a farm improvement program called the
Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP). Boykin was in charge of the program.
The indictment charges that in September 1998, Boykin accepted a $3,000 check from a
local excavation contractor and that Boykin recommended this contractor to local farmers
who had applied for EQIP funding. The indictment also charges that Boykin, when
questioned by federal agents earlier this year, denied receiving anything of value from the
contractor.

The case was investigated by agents withthe U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office
of Inspector General - Investigations. The case is being prosecuted by Bruce S. Ambrose,
Assistant United States Attorney in the Middle District of Florida, Orlando Division.

An indictment is merely a formal charge that a defendant has committed a violation
of the federal criminal laws, and every defendant is presumed innocent until, and unless,

proven guilty.
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